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PREFACE

The
desire for the return to Fatherland and freedom which

was fostered in the Jewish People during the whole period

of exile gathered in volume and intensity with the birth of the

Zionist Movement.

Ten years have now passed since the Jewish National Idea

became the rallying cry of a party, and Political Zionism entered

the arena of modern national movements.

Advocated by its adherents with enthusiasm and zealous

devotion; received by opponents at first with scorn and derision

and then with severe and deliberate opposition, the Zionist idea

was propelled into the centre of matters Jewish. Receiving suste-

nance from all that related to Jewish life, spiritually radiating

throughout entire Jewry, it. introduced a new epoch into Judaism

and gave a special character to Jewish history of the last decade.

It must be clear even to the outsider that ten years activity

of a movement which occupies itself with such a complicated prob-

lem as the Jewish, furnishes plenty of subject matter for historical

consideration. There is scarcely an important question of an

economic, social or educational nature in which the Jewish people,

by reason of its exceptional position in social and national life,

is not forced to interest itself, and just these last ten years belong
to the most stirring and tragic in Jewish history. To that must

be added the particular Zionist proposals for the solution of the

Jewish question and the special methods by which the Zionist

organisation brought the idea into prominence. A large volume

might be utilised, were the learned student of events to direct his

activity to the decade of Zionism.

If, however, here in a small pamphlet the ten years of Zionism

are considered, it is self-evident that the object can be but tin-

pretentious. To those who are unacquainted with the movement



his followers as the one real power to back him, to conduct

negotiations with governments and -to incline their favourable

attention to the Zionist Cause. Thus, although statesmen of

Jewish extraction have not been wanting at any period, he can

be truly called the first Jewish Statesman. The whole of his

untiring energies and immense powers were placed at the service

of Zionism, endeavouring always to lead it to success.

Zionism received a staggering blow when this man who
"elevated the poorest of his people to the height of his own
ideal; who by his unostentatious greatness gained the ear of the

powerful rulers of the world and with his transparent honesty
dispelled the doubts of even the most suspicious" was torn from
it in the flower of his manhood on July 3rd 1904 (Thamus 20,
5664).

If any man's existence can be termed rich and fruitful surely
Theodor Herzl's can be so described. For generations past no
Jew has so engraved himself upon Jewish hefrts and filled such
a place in Jewish history. And while the deep sorrow of his loss

is ever before them, there exists the firm intention in the minds
of his followers to accomplish the work that he began. Zionists
have cause to remember the words written by Theodor Herzl in

an autobiography in 1898: -

,,One thing I regard as certain and beyond all doubt,
the Movement will continue. I do not know when I will

die, but Zionism will never die. Ever since the days of
the first Basle Congress the Jewish people have a re-

presentative Parliament which later will sit in its own
Land."

THE ZIONIST IDEA AND ITS FIRST ADVOCATES

At no period throughout its distressing history of exile has
the thought and the hope of a return to "the land of the fathers"
ever left the Jewish people. The belief in the Messiah the deliverer
from exile continually lent it new power and courage. The
nation was at all times prepared for the march and only awaited
the signal. The most significant epochs in Jewish history are
the recurring messianic movements at different periods which pro-
foundly moved the whole race.

If these were essentially of a religious and mystical character
which awoke the slumbering powers and deep desires of the people
there accumulated in the 19th century the manifestation of the
same popular yearning which taking into consideration the
given conditions of reality, was the expression of conscious national
feeling and evoked the strengthening efforts of the young and
energetic elements of our people.

The modern Zionist movement stands in close relationshipwith the history of all European nations in the 19th century and



with the development of the Jewish people during this period.
Modern Zionism as an historical event belongs to the category
of great national struggles for independence which strives after

the emancipation of the individual has been acquired, for the eman-

cipation of the people as a whole and results in the strengthening
and consolidation of the respective nationalities. But the Jewish

struggle for emancipation must be carried on more perseveringly
and vigorously, since the freedom of the individual must firstly
be achieved. Thus the specific "Judennot", the disabilities and
the obstacles impeding the Jew, is in the first place the motive

power for many advocates of the Zionist idea. Their process of

reasoning takes the following form: Where Jews have acquired

equal rights with the general population it is only formal and not

actually in practice. Even when the equality is established by
Law, it is withheld in private and social life. The Jews are

always regarded and dealt with as inferior beings, and their pro-

gress is thus retarded. A natural development of their powers
can only result when these abnormal conditions are removed;
when they shall no more be despised strangers or unpopular in-

truders but like other nations posses their own country.
Moses Hess the well known philosopher and champion of

liberty warned the Jews already in 1840: "We will always be

strangers among nations who grant us rights from humanitarian
or legal motives but will not respect us so long as we relegate
our greatest Jewish traditions to a secondary place and keep
foremost the principle "Ubi bene, ibi patria". In order that the

Jews should not be compelled to play the ignominious role of

uninvited guests at a strange table, they must strive for their

own freedom". A detailed treatment of the Zionist idea based upon
his philosophical system and at the same time fixing his practical

proposals which should lead to the rebirth of theJewish people,through
the acquisition of a general centre by means of colonisation in

Palestine, is given in his book "Rome and Jerusalem" published
in 1862.

The persistent hatred of the Jews and the contempt shown
towards them which must last so long as the Jew appears as a

stranger, as a wandering apparition of the past, were also the

reasons for Dr. Pinsker's scheme of a Jewish State which he pub-
lished in a pamphlet entitled "Auto-Emancipation" in 1882. Like

Hess but with greater force Pinsker pointed to self-help as a

necessity for -Jews acquiring freedom. "From their fatal and

unnatural position in which they can neither exist nor perish
the Jews will only then save themselves when, instead of imploring

foreign help, they will themselves create the means for deliverance

from exile" he wrote, and further "The Jews must obtain a terri-

tory on which they can again build up a national polity". His

project contains many important details that have been incor-

porated into the present Zionist programme.
Moved by an independent national sentiment that was entirely
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uninfluenced by Anti-Semitism, Perez Smolensk!, who was filled

with a passionate love for his people and entered into the natio-

nal emancipation of the Jews with fire and enthusiasm, stands in

the front rank of Jewish National advocates. He directed his

sharpest criticism against the assimilating school that found its

most significant expression in German reformed Judaism. Not
Jewish persecution but the desire for the preservation of the

Jewish people entitled to existence by reason of its achievements
and creative genius, brought him on *

the path of Zionism and
caused him to give forth the signal for a return to the ancient

Jewish Home. The Hebrew journal "Haschachar" founded and
edited by him under extraordinary difficulties from 1869 to 1889,
is the first important organ of Jewish Nationalism. Achad Ha'am
with his impressive Jewish national philosophy may be considered
a representative of the ideal aims of Smolenski which he enlarged
and formed into the so-called system of "Ctiltur-Zionism" .

'

Notwithstanding their different points of view, all these ad-
vocates came as we have seen to the same conclusion, "The
Jewish Land for the Jewish People!" It must also be noted that
the first advocates of the Zionist idea had a characteristic in

common with its subsequent leading representatives; a high ideal

of self-consciousness and unbending pride, the natural consequence
of which was their ardent desire to see their people worthy and
respected.

Independent in part of the Jewish national consciousness is the

inextinguishable attachment of the Jewish people to the Holy
Land, to Erez Israel, which gave an impetus to colonising under-

takings in Palestine since the middle of the 19th century. In

this connection must be mentioned firstly the spirited founders of
the Alliance Israelite Universelle, Charles Netter, Albert Cohn,
Qoldschmidt, Cremieux and others who stood at the head of the
first institution created to conserve the brotherhood of collective

Jewry. It was the Alliance which founded the first Agricultural
school in Palestine, "Mikvah Israel", for which Charles Better in

particular made great sacrifices.

Speaking generally, the furtherance of Palestinian colonisation
on the part of Western European Jews seldom arises from national
motives, while on the other hand the Chovevi Zionist movement
in Russia may be regarded as the forerunner of Political Zionism
from which it differs only in methods, but in principle pursues
the same ideas. The Chovevi Zionist movement also desires for
its goal the creation of an independent Jewish commonwealth
but to attain this end it prefers the method of gradual colonisation
to that of one direct political concession. Pinsker was not only
the intellectual founder of this movement but also its organiser
and leader in its early years. With him stood the "Haskalah"
writer M. L. Lilienblum, who already a year before Pinsker ad-
vocated the Palestinian idea. Further, L. O. Lewanda who earlier like
Pinsker regarded assimilation as the solution of the Jewish question



became later a resolute advocate of the National Idea. The large
emigration from Russia caused by the first Jewish "pogroms" in

1882 produced the first Palestine Pioneers. A number of enthu-

siasts, the majority students, surmounting the greatest difficulties

repaired to Palestine and established there the colony Rischon Le
Zion. Unfortunately the necessary experience and financial means
of the colonists were not equal to their good will and zeal, and
the work .of colonisation proceeded very slowly under great diffi-

culties. In the meantime however Chovevi Zion Societies increased

in number year by year also outside Russia. A common pro-

gramme of work for the individual societies was made possible
in 1884 by the Kattowitz Conference. A systematic and intense

activity of the colonisation societies was then facilitated, by the

legalised establishment in 1890 of "The Association for supporting
Jewish agriculturalists in Palestine and Syria" with headquarters
at Odessa. The second most important Palestinian Colonisation

Society was the ,,Ezra" Association in Berlin side by side with
which arose other societies in Austria, Roumania and England.

Much more, however, than by the Colonisation Societies was
the settlement in Palestine furthered by Baron Edmund de Roth-
schild of Paris. Most of his Colonies were later transferred to

the formal administration of the Jewish Colonisation Association

(I. C. A.) which in 1896 also drew Palestine into the sphere of

its operations. But in spite of the colossal sums spent on the

fifteen established colonies, their success at first did not come up
to expectations. Only lately is a pleasing change to be noticed

in their condition. The difficult situation in which the colonies

at that time found themselves finally led to general discourage-
ment, and the Colonisation Movement stagnated.

Side by side with the Colonisation of Palestine there

arose a hopeful Jewish National Movement with the young at

its head. Although the movement was too weak for great practical

achievements, it was of great value for the national education

of the people and for the strengthening of the Zionist idea. It

spread largely in Russia, Galicia and in Austria where one of the

most earnest thinkers of the early period of Zionism, Dr. Nathan
Birnbaum (Mathias Acher), found his sphere of activity, and finally

also in Germany where the labours of Rabbiner Dr. Rulf were of

particularly great value. The forces gradually gathered and continually

impressed themselves deeper and deeper in the minds of the masses.

Much potential energy was stored up, but this energy required the

strong hand to successfully turn it to account. Here a reawaken-

ing national will that required development and a goal; there,

after the initial labours on the soil, a discouragement which
threatened to paralyze the best and most willing forces - - such

was the situation a decade ago.
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FROM "THE JEWISH STATE" TO THE FIRST CONGRESS

The advent of Theodor Herzl as Jewish nationalist was

altogether unexpected and entirely unlocked for. He came from

a circle which the majority of the friends of Palestine considered

as long dejudaised. So unexpected was it, that a number of

Zionists of the old order looked upon the newcomer, who from

Paris issued the watchword of a Jewish State, with doubt and

reserve. A small number were even antagonistic, for Theodor

Herzl without knowing it placed himself in opposition to the

efforts of a section of Chovevi Zionists who had occupied them-

selves with petty undertakings, by the principle he formulated that

the Jewish question must be uplifted to a political plane and that

the acquisition of a Jewish home must be accomplished by public

political methods in agreement with the various governments.
The largest party of Zionists however, as well as a number of

new adherents, greeted Herzl's "Jewish State" with great enthu-

siasm, although they did not agree with all the details of the

scheme. Herzl himself gave up many of these details later in

deference to the decisions of Congress and accomodated his

scheme to the natural development of the movement.
The "Jewish State" of Herzl was logically based on the

following hypotheses:
- The Jews are a nation. The emancipation

of the 19th century did not lead to the assimilation of the Jews
\\ith the surrounding nations. Assimilation would perhaps be

possible, were a gradual disappearance of distinguishing characte-

ristics between Jews and non-Jews brought about through whole-

sale intermarriage which would wipe out the pure racial character

of the Jews. Such a disappearance is not feasible because on
both sides it is not desired, and secondly because a vast majority
of the Jews are oppressed economically and despised socially, so

that such a transfusion of blood does not appear welcome to

non-Jews. The Jews will thus never assimilate, for antisemitism

is deeply rooted in the people and consequently Jewish distress

will continue undiminished. As the present position of the Jews
is intolerable, another and more natural path must be chosen. The
Jews as a nation neither can nor will disappear and must again
maintain a given territory with sovereign rights which should be
established in Palestine or Argentine. A territory of their own wrould

give Jews wherever they were oppressed an opportunity to live

in peace on their own land, while at the same time the drawing
off of the Jewish masses from Europe would naturally bring anti-

semitism to a standstill by reason of which, as well as by the

protection a Jewish State could afford, the situation of the Jews
remaining in other lands would fashion itself in such a manner
as, for instance, the position of the Germans in America. Within
the Jewish State however the liberated Jewish powers would then
have the opportunity to develop to the highest level of spiritual
and moral greatness.



- 11

As a means for carrying out his project which provided for

an emigration en masse from the European countries and at the
same time colonisation on a large scale in the Jewish land, Herzl
desired to take advantage of the intervention of the great powers
in whose interest it lay to be released from the burdensome
Jewish question. A moral representative of the Jews, i. e.

an Association that should represent the project in its

dealings with the public and with governments, and a financial

institution for the purpose of purchasing the territory for the

proposed Jewish State and for financially regulating the emigration
and immigration these were to become the two executive organs
of the movement. In order that the establishment should be
successful and permanent from the very beginning, the Jewish
State was to be secured by means of a Charter of Autonomy
guaranteed by the Powers.

The principle of Jewish Nationalism, the claim of sovereign
rights for the future commonwealth, the formulation of the public

political character of the movement; these three cardinal points
advanced with deliberation and decision, obtained for Herzl's book

directly it was published a not insignificant number of supporters
who. ready to turn the written word into deed, sought to join
the man who had sounded the signal for deliverance. The interest

evoked by the brochure waxed continually greater, a People's
Movement had begun, and thus the era of Political Zionism can be
dated from the time of the publication of the "Jewish State" (1896).

Theodor Herzl had not originally thought to step out of his

position as a writer "who transmits an idea to the world in order

that others should transform it into the reality", and actually

participate in the movement, nor had he purposed the formation

of a party with the masses as executive organ. Already before

the ''Jewish State" was published he laid the most essential points
of his scheme before the great Jewish philanthropist, Baron Hirsch,
the founder of the Argentine Colonies. He wished to place the

Baron at the head of the undertaking, but the conference between
them led to no result. These two men who were not so strange
to each other, as it might seem at first glance, debated apart from
each other, and when Herzl again wished to continue the nego-
tiations by means of his pamphlet, he learnt that Baron Hirsch was
dead; "the only rich Jew" as Herzl wrote of him in his diary
"who wished to do something great for his people". Once in a

letter to Hirsch, Herzl wrote: -- "You would have been the force

with which I would have begun, but there are others. Finally
and all important there are the Jewish masses to whom I will

know how to approach. The pen is a power to be reckoned

with. You will be convinced of it - ." Herzl next sought
others to take over the leadership, though already many turned

to him as leader with questions and proposals, with offers to

work with him and under his directions, and these expressions

gradually grew to the substance of a by no means small party.
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He attempted already in July 1896 in London, after he had

visited Constantinople, to form that Association, the "Society of

Jews" which should be the moral authority representing the project

and which should release him, "the individual writer" ,,
from the

task. However, nothing came of it, and pressed more and more

by friends on the one hand and opponents on the other, Herzl

took over the practical leadership of the Political Zionist Movement
with its activities directed to Palestine. He had in the meantime

become fully convinced that only Palestine would be suitable for

founding a Jewish State. Once resolved to work with the masses

and as leader of the people, he threw into the work the whole

of his energetic and enthusiastic powers and his abilities. He found

in the Vienna centre, where Zionists of the old school and Student

societies were in evidence, a strong staff of co-workers, and in

every land where Jews lived the revival or newly awakened belief

in the work of deliverance brought thousands of enthusiastic

apostles to the idea, whilst the powerful advocacy of Max Xordau
followed Herzl's lead. At this point there arose a keen opposition
from the ranks of those who, by the announcement of a Jewish

national awakening, felt threatened in the indolent ease of their

"Mosaic persuasion", and in the security of their citizenship. It

was the time when one can hardly believe it now in Western

Europe, Jews were afraid of the word "Jew", as if the name was

synonymous for that which was low and unworthy, and thus feared

the consequence of a manly recognition of the Jewish people such
as the Zionists sought. It was the time when the Western Jew
was shut off from the Eastern, whom he looked upon as altogether
backward, by the fixed barriers of separation; when the Jew living
in security strongly denied the existence of any solidarity of Jewish

interests, hiding behind his attachment to this or that nation or

behind a flaunted patriotism and shutting his eyes to Jewish

misery in Eastern Europe. Zionism, tearing aside with one stroke
the web of lies that hat been woven round assimilation, was
naturally at once recognised by these men as a danger to them
which had to be combatted. A number of liberal Rabbis particu-
larly directed themselves with great emphasis against the pro-
gressing movement, especially when it became known that Herzl
and his colleagues intended summoning a Zionist Congress. The
more vehement the attacks grew, the more energetic the Zionist
workers became. As a collecting ground for supporters and for
the public representation of Zionist interests, especially the Congress
which was to be summoned, and to avert the attacks of opponents,
Theodor Herzl established in June 1897 a weekly journal, "Die
Welt", which from that date has remained the central organ of
the Zionist movement. Pleasant in tone, frankly strict towards
the weaklings in Jewry, confronting Jewish hatred with Jewish
pride and sharp in replying to the attacks of opponents, the paper
considerably strengthened the position of the Zionists who were
not yet knit together by organisation. Already in its first number



it announced the holding of the Congress which was to take

place in Munich at the end of August 1897. But shortly before

the date fixed, the Council, of the Jewish community protested

"formally" against the Congress taking place within the boundaries
of Munich. Herzl did not allow himself to become disheartened.

"Concerning the Munich Congress, Munich is not the principal
matter, but the Congress" he replied to the Munichians. To-day
after nine and a half years probably even the Munich communal
leaders will admit what Herzl said at the time: "I believe it will

signify nothing infamous for a town to have made us welcome."
In place of Munich, Basle was chosen for the holding of

Congress, and that town then and on each subsequent occasion
ve the most hearty welcome to the Zionists. In every country

Zionists elected their representatives (many of the Chovevi Zionists

still refused to participate), and on the 29th of August 1897, in

the presence of 204 delegates, the first Zionist Congress was

opened.

THE FIRST CONGRESS

The first Congress forms a landmark not only in Zionist,

but in Jewish history in general. The very fact of its being held

was the most irrefutable evidence of the existence of a Jewish
Nation. Jews of all lands and of diverse languages, Jews of

every grade of culture, religious Jews and freethinkers, Jews of

every station of life and belonging to all classes were gathered

together. Deeply stirred with emotion at having the opportunity
to take part in the first national gathering in the Diaspora, they
made manifest the unanimous desire to create a future for the

Jewish people on their own land.

This Congress also signifies a turning point in Jewish history
because by the principle it adopted of raising the Jewish problem
to a universal and political plane, it radically broke with the

conventional attitude of the leading Jewish circles of that time.

Undeterred by antisemitic calumnies, the Congress proclaimed the

solidarity of Jewish interests and created for these interests a

tribune, the first and the only one the Jewish people possess to

the present day. The Congresses have gradually become the

Parliament of a homeless nation in which all its desires, all its

sorrows and its hopes concentrate; a Parliament in which the

general public evince the greatest interest and the importance
of which for the treatment of the Jewish question even opponents
have learnt to respect.

The work the Congress had to face was considerable, for

everything had to be turned from theory into practice and receive

form and shape. Reports of fundamental importance illumined

and sifted the vast material. Herzl once again indicated the lines

to be adopted by Political Zionism. In a fine sentence he defined
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the nationalising process of Zionism - - "Zionism is a return to

Judaism before the return to the Jewish land" - and in opening

the Congress he submitted to its care the national cause which

he until then had led without a popular mandate. An eventful

occasion was the address which followed by Dr. Xordau who

analysed in a masterly form the general position of the Jews,

and has since done so at practically every Congress. Unsurpassed
was the manner in which he dealt with the misery of the Jewish

individual in the lands of emancipation: "This is the moral misery
which is more bitter than the physical because it befalls men who
are differently situated and are possessed of finer feelings. The

emancipated Jew is insecure in his relations with his fellow beings,

timid with strangers and suspicious even towards the secret

feelings of his friends. His best powers are exhausted in the

suppression or at least in the difficult concealment of his own
character, for he fears that his character might be recognised as

Jewish, and he has never the satisfaction of showing himself as

he is, in all his thoughts and sentiments. He becomes inwardly

crippled and externally unreal, and thereby always ridiculous and

hateful to all men of higher feeling just as everything is that

is unnatural."

Of equal and it may be said classical loftiness was Xordau's

analysis of the terrible Jewish misery in Eastern Europe. "We
are a race of accursed beggars",

- - in this sentence he summed

up the tragedy of the collective Jewish situation which it was
the business of that Congress to remedy.

Dr. Nordau's address was followed by special reports on the

situation of the Jews in each particular country, Russia, Austria.

Galicia, Bukowina, Roumania, Algiers, Germany, Hungary, Gt. Britain

and America. A shocking recital of misery, of ignominious in-

justice and fearful distress was unfolded before the public gaze,
and the impossibility of continuing in this lamentable situation

was frankly and openly declared. Two most important addresses

by Dr. D. Farbstein and Dr. N. Birnbaum, the first from a social-

political, the second from a national-educational standpoint, were
delivered on the theoretical foundations of Zionism. Special
attention was given by Dr. Birnbaum in his address to the land
chosen by the Zionists for their operations, Palestine, giving a

striking demonstration of its singular superiority for the founding
of a Jewish commonwealth. On this subject he said: "The land
to which Jews would go, did not need special attraction, but it

needed another power, the power of keeping them once they were
there, till the grand process of converting them from a mercan-
tile people into a people devoted to all callings, especially agri-
culture, had been completed, and they would no longer hanker
after the more often empty than full flesh-pots of the Golus lands.
It is just this power which Palestine only possesses by reason of
the sentiments deeply rooted in the masses of the Jewish people.
This effectual guarantee for Palestine makes it the only land to
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be considered. There was a second reason in favour of Palestine,

and that was on account of the benefits that would be conferred

not on Jews alone but on mankind in general. A Jewish People
in Palestine would not only .be the medium between the social-

ethical and political-aesthetical elements of European culture, but

also the long sought medium between the East and the West.
No people are so apt for this as the Jews with their inherited

oriental qualities and their acquired European character. No
country is so fitted to be the territorial medium as Palestine with

its proximity to Europe and the Suez Canal, and as being the

inevitable station on the way to India. It is seen therefore that

the choice of Palestine far from being an arbitrary one, certainly
establishes a security for the fact that the possession of the land

is peculiarly fitted for Israel
"

The Congress, however, brought enlightenment on other

Zionist questions. When one now turns back to the work

accomplished by that memorable gathering, it will be recognised
with amazement that no item of the very complicated matter in

hand remained undealt with, although many of those who took

part in the deliberations only felt their way forward. Great

attention was given to the question concerning the conditions of

colonisation in Palestine, and the question of Jewish national

culture, particularly the cultivation of the Hebrew Language,
received the consideration due to it, especially in an address by
Dr. Ehrenpreis, Chief Rabbi of Bulgaria. It was already at this

Congress that Prof. Schapira, who unfortunately died shortly

after, submitted two proposals of which one, referring to the

creation of a National Fund for the purchase of land in Palestine

has since been carried out, while the other dealing with the

founding of a Jewish High School in Palestine has remained up
till now unfulfilled, although still not given up. Besides this the

establishment of a Bank to undertake the financial part of political

concessions (the Jewish Colonial Trust established later) was then

discussed.

The most important work accomplished by the first Congress,
however, was the framing of the Zionist Programme and the plan
of the Zionist Organisation.

THE BASLE PROGRAMME

The first Congress was faced with the uncommonly difficult

task of framing out of a complexity of views the ideas laid down

by Herzl in his "Jewish State", the principles of his theoretical

forerunners, the experiences of the old Zionists and the opinions
of the new - a uniform and comprehensive programme.

This programme to be effective had to embrace all essentials,

besides having to be short, clear and decisive. How successfully
the Commision elected by the Congress to draft the programme
achieved their object, cannot be better demonstrated than by the
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fact that the programme adopted by the first Congress is still in

force to-day unaltered, after long and difficult years in the life of

the party. The Basle Programme, named after the place of

meeting reads: -

The aim of Zionism is to create for the Jewish people a

publicly legally secured home in Palestine.

In order to attain this the Congress adopted the following means:
1. To promote in so far as it serves the above object

the settlement in Palestine of Jewish agriculturalists,

handicraftsmen, labourers, and men following professions.
2. To centralise the entire Jewish people by means of general

institutions, agreeably to the laws of the land.

3. To strengthen and further Jewish sentiments and national

self-consciousness.

4. To obtain the sanction of Governments necessary to

carrying out the objects of Zionism.
'A heated debate arose during the consideration of the draft

programme in connection with the manner of fixing the security
of the future settlement. The Commission had proposed the term

"legally-secured", but a section of the delegates insisted on the

phrase "nationally-legally secured", the national principle being
that which distinguished Political Zionism from the earlier forms.
An intervention by Dr. Herzl proposing the acceptance of the
term "publicly legally secured" found favour with all sections,
and in this manner the programme was unanimously adopted amid
the enthusiasm of the delegates.

THE ORGANISATION. THE SHEKEL.

THE ACTIONS COMMITTEE.

The question of the organisation of a- party whose adherents
are dispersed over all lands and bejong to the most varied grades
of spiritual, communal and social life was no simple problem
confronting the Congress. After Dr. M. Bodenheimer had sub-
mitted an excellent report upon the subject, a Commission was
appointed, and after some difficulty they succeeded in elaborating
a system of organisation which although modified in some details
in later years, still retains its essential features.

As the underlying principle of the organisation, the popular
idea of the Shekel contribution and its association with the party
membership was particularly successful, and the Congress adopted
the following main outlines of the Constitution:

1. The chief organ of the Movement is the Congress.
2. Every Zionist is entitled to vote for a delegate to Congresswho pays for Zionist purposes -an annual voluntary

contribution of at least one Shekel equal to one shilling.
3. 100 Shekel-payers have the right to elect a delegate to

Congress.
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' This democratic system which established the equality of

men and women, rich and poor, within the Movement, certainly
contributed much to its later development.

The government of the Organisation, which by the above
Constitution embraced all Shekel-payers, was vested by Congress
in the hands of an "Actions Committee" and in view of the

distribution of the organisation all over the globe, a small

committee of five members was constituted as the Central Exe-
cutive with its seat in Vienna, and a further committee consisting
of one or more representatives of each country.

Dr. Theodor Herzl was appointed head of the Actions

Committee, and he held that position as well as that of President

of Congress until his death.

THE GRONYTH OF THE MOVEMENT.

After the tremendous labour of summoning the Congress

many of the workers especially the young journeyed for weeks and

weeks, from town to town and country to country agitating for the

Cause and the great efforts made during the holding of the

Congress, there naturally was a pause in Zionist activity. The

agitation and propaganda, however, was soon again in full swing.
The splendid echo the Congress found in public opinion, and on
the other hand the opposition which again made itself felt with

redoubled severity from certain Jewish quarters in face of the

exceptional success the first Congress achieved, served to encourage
the workers to renewed efforts. The result was that within a

period of one year the number of adherents increased ninefold.

The 117 Societies grew to 913. Since then the number of

Zionists has been gradually increasing, and the last Congress
(the 7th) was able to register over 200000 organised Zionists.

THE JEWISH COLONIAL TRUST.

Prior to the 2nd Congress, a Conference was called by the

Actions Committee in Vienna to deal with the plan of founding
a financial institution which would serve the political objects of

the movement. By the arrangement of a subscription, preparatory
work in connection with the Bank was commenced immediately.

This Trust was truly a People's Bank, with shares allotted

at \ each. Its establishment proceeded under the most trying

difficulties, there being no lack of opposition from Jewish financial

circles. The Bank Committee, however, under the leadership of

Mr. D. Wolffsohn overcame the obstacles, and in March 1899 the

institution was registered as a Joint Stock Company in London
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as "The Jewish Colonial Trust, Limited". Certainly no Bank was
founded under similar circumstances. There were over 100000 holders

of single shares, among them a considerable number of workingmen
who gave effective proof of their attachment to the Zionist Idea,

by hastening to give their mite towards the establishment of the

Bank. It was not their fault but that of the rich when in spite
of every effort the originally required Capital of 2 000 000 has

to-day only reached the sum of 300000.
Further details of the Bank wjll be found in the Appendix,

but its progress since the 2nd Congress may be here recorded.
In 1903 the Bank established a subsidiary institution, the Anglo-
Palestine Co. Ltd., in Jaffa, which in 1904 opened a branch in

Jerusalem and lately another [in Beyrout. The Jewish Colonial
Trust as well as the Anglo-Palestine Company continue to show
satisfactory progress. In this connection, however, much propaganda
work still remains to be done by Zionists, for the movement
requires large funds to carry out its great political objects.

FROM THE SECOND TO THE SIXTH CONGRESS,

Apart from the decision to found the Bank which was adopted
after careful deliberation, the 2nd Congress entered for the first

time into a thorough investigation of the question of Palestine
Colonisation, i. e. whether the Political Zionist Organisation should
undertake colonisation in Palestine before acquiring political con-
cessions (the Charter) from the Turkish Government. In view of
the importance of the question a Commission was appointed, and
the following proposals were accepted by Congress:

1. The first steps in colonisation shall begin with Jews
resident in the Turkish Empire.

2. To obtain the sanction of the Turkish Government for
such colonisation, the activities of the Bank should be

employed.
On the basis of these Resolutions the Actions Committee

who could not yet rely on any concessions on the part of Turkey,
abstained from all Palestinian activity within the next few years.'

Already in their report of the first Congress year the Actions
Committee showed that they had introduced political work, i. e.

negotiations with authoritative Governments for winning' their
support to the Zionist scheme. Directly after the 2nd Congress
Herzl, who had already been received by the Sultan, was able to
point to his first diplomatic success. As President of the Zionist
Movement he had the opportunity at the head of a deputation
in Palestine to lay the Zionist plan before the German Emperor
Kaiser Wilhelm II., and to solicit that monarch's support and he
was able to report to the 3rd Congress that he had found in the
Kaiser a very sympathetic interest in the scheme. The first
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political relations thus initiated by Herzl he endeavoured to extend

further and to obtain therefrom tangible results. The diplomatic
work of the movemejit remained his exclusive domain until his

death, and the Congress confidently placed in his hands the

representation of Political Zionist interests.

In the meantime the organisation worked assiduously for its

own internal improvement, strengthening it and bringing it to

perfection. The more the Zionists as a developed party came
into contact with Jewish life, the more problems of existing
conditions were forced upon them. Their work which in conformity
wr

ith the Basle programme was directed to the rousing and fostering
of Jewish sentiments, and national self -consciousness brought
near to them the great needs of the masses. In many countries

Zionists turned their attention to the educational needs of Jewry.
A complication of questions composed under the heading of

Physical, Spiritual and Economic Amelioration required a theoretical

and practical solution. Catastrophies occurring suddenly here and

there caused Zionists to prepare to undertake immediate action

for relief. The work for the immediate present as well as that

for propagating the national idea was naturally also considered

at the Congresses. Jewish educational propaganda was carried

out in a practical form by the erection of Model Schools especially
in Russia, and by the opening of Libraries, Reading Rooms and

the formation of Societies to cultivate the knowledge of the Hebrew

Language, in other countries. The problem of Economic Ame-
lioration was explained by a series of resolutions pointing to

methods to be adopted for the improvement of existing conditions,

and the question of Physical Amelioration was clearly analysed

especially in an excellent report by Prof. M. Mandelstamm who,
in view of the wretched physical state of the Jewish masses,
advocated the formation of Gymnastic Societies and rigid adherence

to hygienic rules. Much time was devoted at the 4th Congress
held in London to the consideration of the wanderings of the'

Jewish masses from Roumania at that time. Dr. Xordau and

Prof. Alexander A\armorek made important speeches on the subject

which made a great impression on general public opinion.
It was but natural that in the Zionist Movement, as in

other movements, the deepening of programmatic conceptions and

the specialising of activity should call out groups holding different

opinions, to guard their special interests. The Jewish Culture

question for instance was one that called forth the grouping of

contrasting elements. The question already mentioned of practical

work in Palestine before the acquisition of the Charter also caused

a difference of opinion. Eor all that the differences in connection

with single items of the programme, even when they sometimes

brought about the formation of sections such as the orthodox

"Mizrachi" or the democratic "Fraction", were a reviving rather

than a retarding element for the movement, all sections being

agreed on the ultimate aim.
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Thus while on the one hand the Zionists widened their sphere

of activity in many departments of Jewish life and on the other

hand formed fixed groups within the movement, the organisation

proceeded on its even way, strengthening the means at its disposal

anew by the adoption of a scheme which had already been mooted

at the first Congress. At the 4th Congress

THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

was caHed into existence which relying upon voluntary contributions,

has for its object the purchasing of land in Palestine after the

acquirement of sufficient legal guarantees. Immediately after the

4th Congress the collection for the Fund was zealously begun
and has now reached a capital of 60000 (see Appendix). The
Fund has recently been registered in accordance with English law
as a company with limited liability, and a portion of the capital
has already been employed in the purchase of land. By the decision

of the 6th Congress a fourth part of the capital in addition to the

accumulated interests must remain untouched under any eventuality
until Jewish colonisation on a large scale in Palestine is possible.
The National Fund has become in its brief existence the most

popular institution in Zionism, the promotion of which must be

encouraged. It is also certain that in this case as with the trust,

a speedy and larger growth is necessary in the interests of the

movement, and the National Fund appears to have considerable

opportunities for such growth.

HERZL'S DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY SINCE 1901.

In May 1901, Dr. Herzl this time as President of the Actions
Committee was again received in several audiences by H. M. The
Sultan, who had the Zionist plan explained "to him. On these
occasions Herzl was treated with special distinction, and the Sultan
honoured him by the conferment of the Order of the Mejidie.
The impression made on Herzl by these negotiations, whichT did
not lead to a tangible result, he gave to the 5th Congress in the

following statement:- "The kindness and heartiness of this reception
realised my fondest hopes. From the words and attitude of His
Majesty I gained the conviction that in the reigning Caliph the
Jewish people has a friend and protector. The Sultan has authorised
me to announce this publicly. May the Jews of all the world
become aware of this, may they understand what prospects for
them are contained in this fact, and may they at last be prepared
to act so that they may be able to help themselves and contribute
to the new ascendency of the Turkish Empire."

In February and again in August 1902 Herzl was again summoned
before the Sultan, but on this occasion as on the last no definite
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results were arrived at, in that Herzl, as he informed the 6th Con-

gress, could not accept the concession offered of "scattered divided

colonies in various parts of the Turkish Empire, which did not

satisfy our national requirements".
After making these two attempts, and also being pressed

by the terrible position in which the Russian Jews found themselves
after the days of Kischinefi Herzl endeavoured to find other

political and diplomatic ways for a speedy achievement of the

object in view. In October 1902 assisted by Mr. L. J. Greenberg,
he set himself in communication with a number of members of

the British Cabinet and laid before them the proposal to grant the

Zionists a concession of land in the neighbouring region of Palestine,

the Sinai Peninsula. The English Government warmly recommended
Herzl to the Egyptian authorities who gave their consent to the

dispatch of a Commission of Enquiry and agreed to grant Jewish
local government over the territory in question in the event of

the Commission bringing a favourable report. The Commission
returned in March with their report which showed that the plan
was not feasible because the experts were of opinion that it was

impossible to sufficiently watejr the Pelusian Plain, and thus the

settlement of El Arisch would be prevented. When the members
of the British Government became aware of this result, they

immediately made Dr. Herzl an offer of a territory in East Africa

for a Jewish settlement which if after examination proved to be

suitable, would be invested with the right of local government
and of the regulation of religious and internal administrative

affairs. Herzl obtained permission to submit this proposal to the

6th Congress.

THE EAST AFRICAN PROJECT

The political activity which Herzl developed during the last

few months before the 6th Congress placed the greatest demands

upon his powers. Xow in London and now in Paris, then in

Egypt and again in London; here elaborating a plan for a Charter,

there furnishing a Commission of Exploration, he gave in those

eventful days the greatest possible proof of his political capabilities.

Moreover, shortly before the Congress, he journeyed to Russia

to plead for an improvement in Jewish conditions and to interest

the government in the Zionist movement.
With the report of the result of these labours Herzl appeared

before the 6th Congress. Herzl certainly did not anticipate what
a dangerous gift he had brought the Congress in the shape of

the East African offer on which the attention of the delegates
was immediately concentrated. He certainly had no idea that

this offer would mark a period of heated strife and create a grave
crisis in the Zionist camp. He saw in this offer the historic event
of a land with sovereign rights facing the Jewish people for the

first time since they lost their ancient fatherland, that the Jewish
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nation had been recognised by a great Power as entitled to a

national existence. Herzl appeared before Congress with the

conviction that the first victory for Jewish national principles had

been won, and he valued this fact as one of historical importance.

But how was this offer of a Colony in East Africa to be recon-

ciled with the Zionist programme which strictly demanded the

establishment of a legally secured home in Palestine? That was

the question which created such acute differences of opinion as

had not occurred previously in Zionism, and which later brought
.fierce -strife which was only ended by the 7th Congress.

Dr. Herzl approached "the possibilities of the East African

offer from the standpoint that the founding of a Colony in East

Africa would be an emergency measure in view of the enormous
increase of Jewish misery. "It is not Zion" he declared in his

statement on the project "and can never become Zion. It is

merely a provisional measure of colonisation, but it must be noted

on a national and self-governing basis. We cannot and shall not

give our masses the signal to start thither. It is and must remain

purely an emergency measure which is to remedy the present
chaotic powerlessness of all philanthropic undertakings and obviate

the loss of scattered sections of the race." "It is self-under-

stood" he declared at the same time "that the Jewish people can
have no other goal than Palestine, and our views as to the land

of our fathers are unalterable and must remain unchanged." Herzl

did not explain at the Congress how he intended to carry out

the East African project, whether the Zionists or an organisation
to be newly formed by the Zionists for the purpose. What he

finally demanded of Congress was not its decision upon the offer,

but that it should agree to the despatch of a Commission to

examine the suitability of the proposed territory and the next

Congress to decide upon the question of acceptance or rejection
of the project. At the Congress the problem which had emerged
so suddenly created enthusiasm on the one hand, but absolute

opposition on the other. The debates did not turn on the question
as to whether a Commission should be sent by Zionists or not,
but rather whether the offer fitted into the lines of the Zionist

programme or not, which was affirmed by one side and strenuously
denied by the other. The result of the concluding vote gave a

majority for the despatch of the Commission, and it may be
mentioned that certainly a large number of delegates voted with
the majority because they regarded the examination of the proposal
a necessary mark of respect due to the English Government.

The minority fearing already that by the despatch of the
Commission of Enquiry Zionism was being diverted from its true

principles, were extremely agitated. They were also apprehensive
'of the further progress of the scheme as likely to lead to a de-
cision by 1he Zionist Organisation to establish a Colony other
than in Palestine. Herzl. however, by his enthusiastic and decisive

acknowledgement of the claims of Palestine at the close of the
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after the Congress fears were again expressed, particularly among
the Russian Zionists, that the Actions Committee were after all

entering into the East African project and with that weakening
the Palestine principle, until in April 1904 after many sharp feuds

a meeting of the Actions Committee was held in Vienna at

which Herzl was able to scatter all these fears, and on the con-

trary showed that the Vienna Central Executive had continued

its efforts for Palestine unabated and with the greatest zeal. The
East African scheme would probably have collapsed at that time

already, since it was known then that the proposed region was not

very suitable for purposes of colonisation, had not an event occurred

which shook Zionism to its foundations - - the death of Herzl.

In the general depression produced by the disappearance of

the prominent figure of the leader, a certain pessimism developed

among a section of Zionists with regard to the possibilities of

obtaining Palestine, and caused the representatives of this view to

declare it necessary and to propagate the founding of a Colony
in East Africa, or, if that proved unsuitable, in any part of the

world. This stirred up anew the strife over East Africa which

waxed fierce and filled the whole internal life of the organisation
until the 7th Congress, where it came to a head and at the

same time was settled. By an overwhelming majority, the Con-

gress adopted the following resolutions: -

1. The 7th Zionist Congress declares: -- The Zionist organi-
sation stands firmly by the fundamental principle of the

Basle Programme, namely, "the establishment of a legally
secured and publicly recognised home for the Jewish people
in Palestine", and it rejects, either as an end or as a means,
all colonising activity outside Palestine and its adjacent lands.

2. The Congress resolves to thank the British Government
for its offer of a territory in British East Africa for the

purpose of establishing there a Jewish settlement with

autonomous rights. A Commission having been sent out

to examine the territory and having reported thereon, the

Congress resolves that the Zionist organisation shall not

engage itself further with the proposal. The Congress
records with satisfaction the recognition accorded by the

British Government to the Zionist organisation in its

desire to bring about a solution of the Jewish problem
and expresses the sincere hope that it may be accorded

the further good offices of the British Government, where
available in any matter it may undertake in accordance

with the Basle programme.
3. The 7th Zionist Congress recalls and emphasises the fact

that according to Article I of the Statutes of the Zionist

organisation, the Zionist organisation includes those Jews
who declare themselves to be in agreement with the

Basle programme.
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By these resolutions the strife was ended, and at the same
time the sphere of Zionist activity was firmly fixed for the future

upon Palestine and its adjacent lands,

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANISATION SINCE

THE DEATH OF HERZL

As has already been mentioned, it was not until the 7th

Congress that the Organisation found itself, by reason of the

death of Herzl, in an altered position. The confusion caused by
the strife over East Africa hindered a speedy settling down to a

new order of things. Since the 7th Congress, however, Zionism

again possesses a uniform programme and an assured leadership
which provide opportunities for its steady progress. The East
Africa strife and the loss of the leader were trials of strength for

the movement, trials which it brilliantly withstood. To have so

firmly declined any deviation from the Palestine programme and
in a comparatively short time after the paralyzing blow of Herzl's

death, to have again continued with certainty and eagerness its

labours towards its goal, is the greatest proof of the triumphant
power of the idea as well as the internal strength of the Zionist

organisation.
In connection with the programme, the question of practical

work in Palestine was already substantially settled before Herzl's

death, and the 6 th Congress having recognised the necessity for

detailed preparatory work and exploration, in Palestine, it appointed
a Palestine Commission with, amongst others, the following
objects:

-
1. The scientific and practical exploration of Palestine and

the adjoining countries with special reference to its eco-

nomic, technical, legal and geographical conditions.
2. The erection of an Experimental Station for agricultural

and technical investigations.
3. The establishment of an Agricultural and Technical Information

Bureau to give information on the price, quality and
cultivation of estates, as well as industrial conditions.

4. The erection of a Research Station for the purpose of

studying and combatting endemic and infectious diseases.
5. The issuing of a journal devoted to Palestinian interests

and giving special attention to the condition .of Jewish
colonisation in Palestine and the adjoining countries.

In consequence of the above, the opinion has developed and
is now generally held that the strengthening of the Jewish position
in Palestine is essential for the support of Zionist political endea-
vours. The 7th Congress adopted this policy by the following
fundamental decisions, which at the same time fixed the limits of
Zionist activity in Palestine: -

The 7th Congress resolves that concurrently with the
political and diplomatic activity, and with the object of



27

strengthening it, the systematic promotion of the aims of

the movement in Palestine shall be accomplished by the

following means: -

1. General work of exploration.
2. Promotion of agriculture, industry &c. 0*1 the most

democratic principle possible.
3. Cultural and economic improvement and organisation

of Palestinian Jewry by the attraction of new in-

tellectual forces.

4. The acquisition of reforms in relation to administra-

tion and law which are necessary for the improve-
ment of the conditions in Palestine.

The 7th Congress rejects every aimless, unsympathetic, and

philanthropic colonisation on a small scale which does not conform
to the first point in the Basle programme.

* *
*

The political work of the Actions Committee, now led by
Mr. David Wolffsohn, the near friend of the late chief, is naturally

being carried out on the lines laid down by the 7 th Congress.
That Congress emphatically reaffirmed that the Zionist organisation
stands unshaken by the Basle programme, viz. that the Jewish

question can only be solved by the creation of a legally secured

and publicly recognised home for the Jewish people in Palestine,

and rejects all territorial schemes, other than Palestine and its

adjacent lands, which purpose to serve that object. The Actions

Commitee has endeavoured, in carrying out these decisions, to

uphold the political character of the movement, and at the same
time to support all those undertakings in Palestine which built

upon sure foundations appear useful for Zionism and its aims. The
various political relations left in force by the founder of the mo-
vement have been zealously continued. In particular the Com-
mittee has endeavoured, by influencing authoritative circles, to

interest the Powers in the Zionist question and to cause it to

become the subject of international consideration. These endeavours
are being earnestly and steadily continued.

The new Actions Committee took over the heritage of

Theodor Herzl under exceptionally difficult circumstances. Russian

Jewry had been overwhelmed by the fearful pogroms, -and the

Zionist organisation placed all the powers at its command in the

service of relief for the sufferers. The Actions Committee also

summoned a Conference of Jewish organisations in Brussels with

the object of taking united action on behalf of the Russian Jews
which was attended by 80 representatives of various Jewish

bodies. After a period of tolerable quiet which followed the awful

catastrophies in Russia, the Zionists throughout the world again
directed their energies to Zionist work.
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THE OPENING UP OF PALESTINE.

A new development is now spreading in the Zionist ranks

and continually grows in strength. Never has the attachment to

Palestine been manifested with such force as at the present time.

Immigration to the old home-land increases month by month.

From the ranks of youth pioneers are drawn to Palestine to help

by their labours in the opening up of the country and from Jewish

intellectual circles capable forces are settling in the land. Experts
are founding institutions which open the way for profitable in-

dustry, and our organisation gives a thousand proofs that Zionism

and Palestine are indissolubly bound together, the ties becoming
firmer and stronger from day to day.

Within the past few years, Jewish influence in Palestine has

considerably increased. The Colonies, renowned for the excellence

of their products, have already developed a vigorous Jewish pea-

santry, and have reared a young generation trained in a Jewish

atmosphere who use Hebrew as a living national language from
childhood. Model educational institutions help in the progress of

cultural attainments, and industrial undertakings arouse a new
and modern spirit of activity.

Political Zionism plays an active part in the progress of

Palestine Jewry. Though it excludes colonisation on a small scale

from its programme, even combatting it when it arises in the

form of philanthropy' or without a plan, it endeavours on the other
hand to create scientific and practical foundations for attracting
private Jewish initiative and for the purpose of facilitating coloni-

sation on a large scale, when the desired political concessions
will have been acquired. The Palestine Commission appointed by
the 6th Congress (Prof. O. Warburg, Dr. Franz Oppenheimer and
Dr. Soskin) have now published a scientific organ "Altneuland"
in which all geological, agricultural, technical and commercial
questions relating to Palestinian colonisation are

'

discussed.
Moreover the Commission carried out a series of practical in-

vestigations on the spot which have yielded valuable results, and
lately it has founded a number of independent institutions which
are to serve the improvement of the industrial and agricultural
conditions in Palestine. (See Appendix.)

In this connection it must be pointed out that since the 7th

Congress the neighbouring lands to Palestine have been drawn
into the Zionist sphere of activity. The reasons prompting this
decision were that firstly a future commonwealth in Palestine
will be greatly strengthened by neighbouring Jewish settlements,
and secondly in view of the massed Jewish emigration from
Eastern Europe. A consideration of immigration to the Orient must
proceed proportionately to the restrictive laws operating against the
entry of Jewish masses in the lands over sea. With the object
of systematically regulating this emigration to the Orient, an In-
formations Bureau has just been established in Palestine.
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THE INFLUENCE OF ZIONISM UPON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF JEWISH LIFE

\Ve have already indicated that such a radically Jewish mo-
vement as Zionism, numbering hundreds of thousands of adherents,
must of necessity in proceeding to its great national object come
into contact at every turn with Jewish life in the Diaspora. It

appears to us not unimportant to sketch the principal features of

the influence of Zionism upon present day Judaism.
It would be impossible for anyone who examines the fa:t-

impartially to overlook the tremendous revolution in Jewry within

the last decade which, if not altogether, has in the greatest

degree been due to the influence of Zionism.

Zionism alone has been the means of making an end of the

hypocritical, cowardly and distorted manner of dealing with the

Jewish question and has made way for a public, honest and actual

treatment of the problem which even anti-semites have learned

to respect. The shamefaced type of "Israelite" has disappeared
at any rate from the political arena. This spirit has been more
or less implanted in Jewish organisations generally and therefore

we have to-day a more decisive representation of common Jewish
interests. This has been particularly shown lately in dealing with

the terrible Jewish catastrophies. Jewish institutions have in

diverse ways penetrated deeper into Jewish affairs, thanks to the

criticism and examples afforded by the Zionists. The previous

politics of charity which produced at one and the same time the

two categories of philanthropist and beggar, has been transformed

into a democratic policy which in matters of education, emigration
and colonisation, renders incomparable advantages to that shown
earlier. The Jewish communal leaders are discarding more and
more the erroneous view that the Jewish trouble is temporary
or local and are beginning to recognise that the question is a

comprehensive one which can only be solved by radical and large
measures. The Jewish communities also, thanks to the activities

of the Zionists who frequently entered with success into the fray
for the conquest of representatives, have begun to turn from being
effete organisations into active Jewish corporations. All this,

although a tremendous improvement to previous conditions, is

still however capable of much further extension, but it must

already be conceded that under the influence of Zionism and its

criticism of existing conditions, a public opinion has been introduced

within Jewry which can only point to progress in the future.

The general Jewish press has also been enriched and

strengthened by Zionism, which placed great problems before it

and stirred up the consideration of new ones.

It would carry us too far to sketch here even in general
terms how deeply Zionism has affected the cultural life of Jewry.
Jewish literature in Hebrew and Yiddish as well as in European
languages received an immense impetus under its influence, not
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only in the matter of new creations, but in the fostering and
estimation of that already existing. To Zionism alone belongs
the credit of bridging the gulf between the East and the West
in the intellectual and spiritual spheres and bringing nearer to the

Western Jew the important achievements of the Jews of Eastern

Europe in this direction. Centres and publishing institutions were
formed for Jewish artists and poets; cultural undertakings of

various kinds were called into existence. The domain of Jewish
Art was, so to speak, first discovered and opened to Jewish and
non-Jewish publicity. Jewish public discussion also received an

important extension. Education found quite a series of new
institutions: Jewish Schools, the so-called Toynbee Halls, Libraries

&c. to be counted in hundreds were founded by the Zionists.

Jewish social life was also very much influenced by Zionism.
In many places where it threatened to collapse altogether, it was
strengthened and preserved by all kinds of national arrangements,
not least by the fostering of national festivals.

To Zionism must also be ascribed the substantially altered
views and the new position taken up with regard to the repre-
sentation of the political rights of the Jews in the different
countries. Thanks to Zionism a conscious Jewish element has,

particularly in Austria and Russia, frequently stepped into the
fore-front of political life, instead of the previous customary lying
low behind other parties and other nationalities. We see Zionists

successfully representing Jewish national principles in the Parliaments
of many countries and how from day to day non-Jews are becoming
more acquainted with these principles in political as well as in
other branches of public life.

Lastly it is the special merit of Zionism, equally acknowledged
by friend and opponent, that it exercises a great and fruitful
influence upon the moral qualities of Jewry. By the frank honesty
of its national declarations it incomparably uplifted the pride, the
courage, the self-confidence as well as the feelings of duty in

every individual Jew towards his people. The principles of Self-
help and Self-defence what astonishing trials the Self-defence
endured in the days of the pogroms! are only the consequences
of Zionist teaching: For the people, by the people!

* *
*

We have now reached the end of our short review The ten
years of Zionism were years full of wonderful hopes, hard toil
ifficult struggles, but also full of firm conviction and far reaching

has led the Jewish people forward and uplifted them
i a remarkable manner. Already nearer, much nearer appears

the dawn of the great ideal. May the coming years of Zionism
prove to be not unworthy of its first decade!
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APPENDIX

THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND.
We have already explained the fundamental principle of this institution.

From the proceeds of the National Fund, land will be purchased in Palestine

and the adjacent countries and will belong to the Jewish nation.

When from the revenue of the Jewish National Fund small tracts of land-

are gradually accumulated, when colony is linked to colony, and little by little

our old Jewish Fatherland is again opened up, then shall we be able to show
an astonished world how, out of small beginnings, a magnificent edifice can be
reared by our own unaided efforts; how out of small contributions given by
individuals to the National Fund we can promote by united action, the work
of re-establishing a people, that for so many years possessed no land of its

own, whereon to rest its weary feet.

The main idea underlying the institution and expansion of the Jewish
National Fund was this : that all Jews, who still retained an affection for Judaism
should contribute lo the Fund whenever they were able, and as much as they could
afford in small or in large sums, by means of which, after some time had elapsed,
the Fund would be capable of becoming a great and lasting source of support.
No single person, be he the richest or the poorest, should be excluded from con-

tributing to this fund, nor should anyone exclude himself. Wheresoever -Jews
dwell the National Fund must become a Jewish National institution which each
Jew naturally joined of his own free will. Great and small, old and young, all

should know that they occupied a position in which they could and must do

something to help in consummating a great Jewish object. The name and ob-

jects of the Jewish National Fund shoud become familiar to all Jews. The
contribution should grow into a habit with them, no sacrifice, but an obligation

joyously discharged.
The late Prof. Schapira of Heidelberg determined that this should be the

nature of the National Fund, which he proposed at the first Zionist Congress,
and which later was resolved upon at the 5th Congress, and called into being,

very soon afterwards acquiring a legal form.

Since then the National Fund has been increasing till it has now reached
the sum of 70 000, a part of which has been employed for the acquisition of

nd in Palestine.

THE NATIONAL FUND COLLECTIONS

The collections for the National Fund are guided by the following con-

ditions. Whenever a good opportunity presents itself a contribution shall be
made to the National Fund willingly (except in so far as the Collectors have
recourse to eager persuasion). The organisation of the National Fund which has

hitherto existed, realizes that the income is in the main recruited from the smallest

contributions, and to facilitate the collection of these small contributions, certain

arrangements have been made, which will be mentioned later on.

THE NATIONAL FUND STAMPS

The stamps of the National Fund constitute the basis of small gifts to

the Fund. The stamps have been fixed according to a valuation coinciding
with the smallest monetary equivalent of each country.

COLLECTION BOXES.

Collection Boxes serve the purpose of gathering the smallest gifts. These
boxes are placed at the disposal of all collectors by the Directors of the National



Fund. At all places where a great number of Jews congregate, the boxes are

to be set up in Jewish houses and business premises.
Boxes are opened at stated times in the presence of a Committee and the

amount announced.

LARGER CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NATIONAL FUND
To render single or repeated contributions of greater amount possible and

in order to give the donors further opportunity for a specified dedication,

THE GOLDEN BOOK OF THE NATIONAL FUND
has been instituted. The names of single individuals or associations who make
a contribution of not less than '10 will be inscribed in the Golden Book of

the National Fund for the perpetuation of their names, and these persons will

receive an artistically decorated certificate. Naturally the donor is at liberty to

have the name of a personal friend, society or institution, entered instead of his

own. In this respect the Golden Book is eminently the place in which com-

patriots can record their sense of appreciation of persons or Societies who have
deserved well, and so by their contribution, the cause of the National Fund
is advanced.

Societies can avail themselves of the Golden Book for the registration of

their names, to show that the Members of the Society evince keen interest in

the collections of the National Fund.
The second facility for the collection of larger contributions is offered by the

COLLECTION SHEETS
The Collection Sheets are issued from certain centres and arranged in

accordance with a definite plan so that control is secured. They are entrusted
to those in whom implicit confidence may be reposed, and allow of collections
whenever an opportunity offers. The Centres see that the amounts handed in

are published in the Balance Sheets of the National Fund. These Sheets are

especially recommended for collections made from house to house among well-
to-do people, and the efficacy of this method has in many ways been proved
already.

One of the chief sources of income of the National Fund will be

THE SELF-TAX
This rests on the moral basis, that the contributions for the National Fund are
to be valued more highly in proportion as they correspond with a sense of duty
and constitute a contribution readily made and permanently undertaken. The
method of the Self-tax (which in point of fact depends on this: that each one
should set aside a fixed small percentage of his income in monthly instalments)
was introduced only a short time ago with a wider scope, and even now proves
to be the best basis of National Fund Contributions. The best way to organise
this method is as follows: Those who contribute small sums should form them-
selves into a body of ten or more who regularly hand in their monthly contri-
butions under the name of Self-Taxation, to the leader of their body.

One of the main sources of revenue will be derived from legacies.
By agitation and explaining its principles, every Jew of means should be

induced to provide for the National Fund in proportion to his wealth.
Closely attached to the National Fund is the institution of

GIFTS OF OLIVE TREES
Under this name a collection is made with the object of planting olive trees on
Palestinian soil and to make it serviceable for the ultimate object of the Jewish
Nation.

As a minimum gift, six shillings has been fixed, being the cost of planting
and cultivating one Olive tree.

This manner of collection tends to secure a firmer footing, and lays the
foundation of an essential support to the object of the National Fund.
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ORGANISATION'

It is the duty of every Zionist who has joined "the organisation to buy
a Shekel each year. The Shekel corresponds to the currency in each country
and is fixed at 1 shilling in England. The Shekolim are collected by bona fide

persons. Each Shekelpayer gets a receipt which entitles him with the right
to give a vote in the election of Delegates for the Zionist Congress. So far

seven Zionist Congresses have been held, one in London, the rest in Basle.

Originally 100 Shekelpayers chose a Delegate, but as the number of

Shekelpayers, and consequently that of the Delegates, increased, and as the

preparations for the Congresses kept on demanding more time and labour, it

was resolved at the 5th and 6th Congress that the ensuing Congresses should
be held every second year and that the right to elect should be confined to

bodies of 200 Shekelpayers.
In 1898, the number of organised Zionists amounted to 78000 and has

now risen to 200000 which places the Zionist organisation far ahead of the

collective Jewish organisations of the world. Accordingly the number of Delegates
taking part in the Congress has arisen from 204 in 1897 (1st Congress) to 650
in 1903 1 6th Congress) and 800 in 1905 (7th Congress). In particular the last

two Congresses attracted many hundreds of visitors and journalists to Basle, so
that the number of those taking part in the Congress amounted to 2500, and
the Congress thereby assumed the character of National Days of Universal

Jewry.
The Congress elects from its own midst the Small Actions Committee

and the Great Actions Committee. The Small Actions Committee assumes the

Leadership of the Zionist Movement, until the next Congress, in conformity
with the resolution of the Congress. It consisted at first of five members at

the head of whom stood Dr. Theodor Herzl in Vienna, the founder of Modern
Political Zionism.

After his death the seat of the Actions Committee was removed to Cologne,
and David Wolffsohn is the President. In matters of great importance the Small
Actions Committee summons the Great Actions Committee. The latter is composed
of Deputies each selected by Federations, who are represented at the Congress
by Delegates, and likewise elected by the Congress. The Committee at present
numbers 60 members.

To conduct the business of the organisation the Congress maintains a

permanent Bureau, which is called the Zionist Central Bureau, at present its

offices are at 23. Ubierring, Cologne on Rhine.

The Official Organ of the Zionist Movement is "DIE WELT".
This paper was formerly published at Vienna, but it is now published at Cologne.
In addition there appears in almost every country, Jewish National Periodicals,

and among these several Daily papers. The Zionist Press in the Hebrew and
Yiddish languages enjoys a remarkably wide circulation. A great number of

these papers have as many as 100000 readers.

To foster Jewish National Literature "Der Judische Verlag" (Jewish Publi-

cation Companyi was started in 1902, which is now located in Cologne. It publishes
such works dealing with modern Jewish life as have gained universal repute.

Moreover, the collective works which it issues, such as the "Jiidischer Almanach",
"Jiidische Kiinstler" &c., give an insight into the vigorously flourishing literary
and scientific productions, which make use of all civilised tongues, especially
the two national languages Hebrew and Yiddish.

THE JEWISH COLONIAL BANK

As the financial instrument of the Movement, the Jewish Colonial Bank

supports financially all Zionist endeavours to acquire and open out Palestine

and the adjacent countries. The Zionist organisation has secured for itself by
the statutes of the Bank, a clearly defined right of control. So that the poor .

man has equal chances with the rich one. the shares are fixed at l each.

As the Bank in pursuance of the Statutes is not allowed to engage in speculation
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it can accordingly pay. but a small dividend. Last year the dividend was 2 l

o.

A Branch of this Bank, the Anglo Palestinian Co. in Jaffa, Jerusalem and Beyrout,
with a capital of ,500QO supports the main purpose of the Bank. It attaches

great importance to the increase of Jewish Credit and Jewish industrial enterprise
in Palestine. To expedite the sale of Shares, Share Clubs have been formed
in many towns. The members of these Societies pay for their shares in weekly
instalments.

The Head Office of the Bank, which is called the Jewish Colonial

Trust Ltd. (Jiidische Kolonialbank), is at Brook House, Walbrook, London, B.C.

PALESTINIAN INSTITUTIONS
A Deliberative Council for all Palestinian affairs, the Palestine Commission,

holds its meetings in Berlin, Uhlandstrasse 175. This Committee publishes a

scientific organ bearing the name "Altneuland", and deals with questions about
Palestine. Commencing from 1907 it will be issued under the title of "Palestine"

as the special organ for all matters concerning Jewish Colonisation in Palestine.

The Palestine Commission called into being a Palestine Industrial Syndicate
(President Prof. O. Warburg, Uhlandstrasse 175), which founded with a capital
of 5000 (\n shares of 50 each) has for its objects the acquisition and
concentration of Jewish Capital to support industrial enterprise in Palestine and
at the same time the securing of facilities for labour and commerce.

Another organisation founded by the Palestine Commission, the Plantation

Society, "Palestine", is established on the principle of giving every Jew by means
of small contributions proportionate to his wealth, an opportunity of calling a

piece of land in Palestine his own, and so tighten the bonds of attachment
between the Jews of the diaspora and their ancestral land.

Thanks to Zionist initiative, an institution of great possibilities has been
founded in Palestine, The School of Art, "Bezalel", under the headmastership
of Prof. Boris Schatz. This school purposes to develop Jewish art in Palestine,
and thereby on the one hand furnish a great number of Jewish families with
means in the direction of Home Industries and on the other provides a place
where Jewish art may flourish.

The Actions Committee has recently promoted the institution in an eminent
degree because it offered the possibility of establishing on the site of Jerusalem
a building which serves the special purpose of instruction and the installation
of a museum of art fabrics.

The life work of Dr. Chasanowicz and his magnanimous self-sacrifices
are in the main responsible for the foundation of the Institution, "The Jewish
National Library" in Jerusalem.
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LEADING ZIONIST PERIODICALS

America.

Argentine.

Belgium.

Bulgaria.

China.

Germany.

Italy.

Croatia.

The Nether-
lands.

Austria.

The Maccabean.

Der Judische Kampfer.
(The Jewish Champion)

The Jewish Hope.

El Sionista.

La Voz del Pueblo.

Hatikwah.

Haschofar.

Israel's Messenger.

Die Welt (Official Organ
of the Zionist Movement).

Judische Rundschau.

Altneuland.

Frankfurter Israelitisches

Familienblatt

L'idea Zionista.

Zidovske Smotre.

De Joodsche Wachter.

Judische Volksstimme.

Jiidisches Wochenblart.

Drohobyczer Zeitung.

Der Judische Arbeiter.

Hamicpe.

Der Jud.

Moriah.

Lemberger Tagblatt.

Neues Lemberger
Tagblatt.

Wsch6d.

547, Broadway, New York. Monthly.
English.

614, ThirdSt., Philadelphia. Weekly,
Yiddish.

117, N. Centre St. San Antonio
i Texas). Monthly, English.

358, Calle Talcahuano, Buenos Aires.

Fortnightly, Spanish.

1 1 02, Tucuman, BuenosAires. Weekly,
Yiddish.

36, Rue Belier, Antwerp. Monthly,
Dutch-French.

Sofia. Monthly, Spanish.

Shanghai. 16, Peking Road. Fort-

nightly, English.

Cologne. Ubierring 23. Weekly, German.

Berlin NW. 52, Melanchthonstr. 4.

Weekly, German.

Berlin W 15, Pfalzburger St.83.Monthly,
German.

Frankfurt a. M., Bleichstr. 2. Weekly,
German.

Modena. Viale Margherita 1.

Monthly, Italian.

Gundulioeva ulica 16. Monthly,
Slavonic.

Amsterdam, den Texstraat 54.

Fortnightly, Dutch.

Briinn, Adlergasse 9. Fortnightly,
German.

Czernowitz. Fabriksgasse 2 a.

Weekly, Yiddish.

Drohobycz. Weekly, German in

Yiddish characters.

Krakau. Sebastyana 27. Weekly,
Yiddish.

Krakau, Sebastyana 32. Weekly,
Hebrew.

Krakau, Plac WW. Swietych 8.

Weekly, Yiddish.

Lemberg. For Young people. Monthly.
Polish.

Lemberg. Yiddish.

Lemberg. Yiddish.

Lemberg, Sykstuska 35. Weekly,
Polish.
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Austria. Jung-Juda, Jugend-
zeitschrift.

Unsere Hoffnung.

Roumania. Sionistul.

Tivarul evreu.

Russia. Jewrejskij Narod.

Das Jiidische Volk.

Zycie Zydowskie.

Jewrejskij Mysl.

South Africa. The Jewish Star.

Prag, Stefansgasse 630. Fortnightly,
German.

Vienna, Untere Viaduktgasse 25.

Monthly, Qerman.J
Brail a, Str. Brasoveni 14. Monthly,

Roumanian.

Bra'ila, Calea Dobro?ei. Monthly,
Roumaninan.

St. Petersburg, Leschtukow, per
d. 19. Qu. 6. Weekly, Russian.

Wilna, Poguljanka 27. Weekly,
Yiddish.

Warschau, nl. Siepla 3. Weekly,
Polish.

Odessa, B.-Arnautski 61. Weekly,
Russian.

Johannesburg, P. O. Box 5378.

Weekly, Yiddish.
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LIST OF ZIONIST FEDERATIONS
America: Federation of American Zionists. 165, E. Broadway, New York.

Tel. adr. : Zionists.

Argentine: Federacion Sionista Argentina. 1150, Calle Luvalle, Buenos
Ay res.

Belgium: Belgische Zionisten-Federation. 54 Rue Simons, Antwerp.
Bulgaria: Comite Central des Sionistes de Bulgarie. Dr. J. Caleb, avocat,

Sofia.

Canada: Federation of Zionist Societies, Canada. P. O. Box 343, Mon-
treal. Tel. adr.: Onola.

Germany: Zionistische Vereinigung fiir Deutschland. Central Bureau
Mauerstr. 2 III, Berlin W. 66.

England: English Zionist Federation, Chichester House, Chancery Lane,
W. C. Tel. adr.: Emancipist.

France: Federation des Sionistes de France, 21 Rue de la Tour

d'Auvergne, Paris.

Italy: Federacione Sionistica Italiana. Dr. Felice Ravenna, Ferrara.

The Netherlands: Nederlandsche Zionistenbond, Doelenstraat 8, Amsterdam.
Austria: Zion. Landeskomitee fiir Osterreich, Turkenstr. 9, Vienna IX.

Roumania: FederatiuneaSionistilor dinRoumania, M. Heinrich Schein, Galatz.

Russia: .1. L. Goldberg, Wilna.

South-Africa: South African Zionist Federation. P. O. Box 933, Johannes-
burg, Tel. adr.: Zionied.

Switzerland: Schweizerischer Zionistenverband. Offenburger Str. 37, Basle.

Hungary: Zion. Landescomite fiir Ungarn. Andrassy ut 13, Budapest.

LIST OF ZIONIST HEADQUARTERS IN COUNTRIES WHERE
FEDERATIONS DO NOT EXIST

Egypt: Zionistischer Verein Moria. Dr. Pilpoul, Rue Mousky 32, Cairo.

Australia: New South Wales League, 491 George Street, Sydney.
China and Japan: Shanghai Zionist Association, N. E. B. Ezra Esq., Shanghai.
Croatia and Slavonia: Verein Theodor Herzl, Ossiek (Slavonia).

New Zealand: Wellington Zionist League, 95 Adelaide Road, Wellington.
Palestine: Anglo Palestine Company Ltd., Jaffe.

Scandinavia: Dr. Louis Frankel, Frianglen 4, Copenhagen O.

Corfu: Societe Mevasser Zion, Professor M. Coini, Corfu.
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\Ve have just published:

THE STORIES OF RABBI NACHMAN
repeated by MARTIN BUBER.- Illustrations bv II. R. YVHISS. --

PRICE: in paper cover o -, in artistic linen cover 4 <)

Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlaw, the Irist Jewish Mystic, is the first and urnil now only writer of

Fairy Tales among the Jews, lie was in the habit of telling stories to his pupils in order to impress
them with a mystic idea or a truth oi life. The parable on his lips, however, changed into a story
although that was not his intention - - and grew to such an extent that it r,o longer remained a

moral lesson bin became a charming, dream-like fairytale or a thoughtful, highly pleasing legend.
These stories were written down by his pupils from memory in an entirely nnitulated and frag-

mentary form and were published after the death of the Rabbi. .Martin Bnber has reconstructed
Hum in the spirit of the master, having succeeded in presening all the elements oi the original fable.

By the publication >>\ the stories of Rabbi Nacliman a remarkable as well as unknown piece of

world-literature is made accessible to the West-European public. These stories are beyond compa-
I 'hey are a surprising, peculiar phenomenon with its own particular ideas and symbols

couched in its own particular language, which is at the same time simple and significant. They
do not only c-mtrimite towards creating a change in the conception of Judaism considering that

hitherto the Jews were mistakingly looked npo:i as a people of sober, calculating mind by
prosing the existence of its enormous power of imagination and its profoundly passionate
mysticism, hut they also afford to the reader the greatest pleasure by their vigour and descriptive
colouring as well as by the cordiality of the tone pervading them.

._, Can be obtained through all booksellers or di= _
rect from the Verlag on sending- cash with order

Accumulation of Phlegm,

Difficulty of breathing,

Weakness of heart and nerves,

Diseases of the lung

are cured i according to proofs i in

a very short time by AUSAL=
DROPS, 3- per "bottle from

apothecary

0. Lindig, Munchen,
Dachauer Strasse 90.

F. D. writes: At last I was again
able to breathe freely, the wheez-

ing sounds when taking breath

disappeared, my usual cheerfulness

returned &c.

Many such Testimonials.

I

Tartakower
= Brothers =
Brody (Galicia, Austria)

Established 1868.

Export of

Russian Turpentine

and Wood-Tar.

Manufactories in Smyga. Kostopol,
Eerezno and Sarny (Volhynia,

Russia)

On purchasing entire Waggon-loads
quotations are given including cost
of delivery at any station in

Austria or Abroad.
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in Powder, Crystals
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is sold in purest quality and at lowest prices
by

flKtiengesellschaft "HERnES
Bahnhofstrasse 69 o ZURICH o Bahnhofstrasse 69

Letters to be addressed: Postfach Hauptbahnhof
:: Telegraphic Address: "HERMAG" ::
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